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Share Your 
African 
Knowledge
50 cultural institutions share their African 
knowledge on Wikipedia to produce 30.000 
contributions by 2012.

Wikipedia is the most well-known free encyclopaedia. Even more. Wikipedia is an ever-changing 
multilinguistic platform for knowledge production. Despite of its importance and the positive 
experiences of the Federal German Archive, the British Museum, the Palais de Versaille and the 
Tropenmuseum, the contribution of cultural institutions to Wikipedia is still very limited. Cultural 
institutions can greatly benefit from making contents available on Wikipedia and from 
encouraging their staff and public to improve articles. Through Wikipedia they show their 
relevance as first sources, they focus on contents rather than brand, and they reinforce their 
mission of promoting culture and reaching a wide audience. Sharing contents related to Africa on 
Wikipedia provides greater access to Africa’s wealth of contemporary and historical realities.
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Title WikiAfrica 2012

WikiAfrica is a project initiated by lettera27 Foundation in 2006 in 
collaboration with Wikimedia Italia. 

Promoted by lettera27 Foundation / Fondazione lettera27 Onlus, Italy
Africa Centre, South Africa

In partnership with
(current status)

Tropenmuseum, The Netherlands
Casa Africa, Spain

In collaboration with
(current status)

Fondazione Cariplo
Wikimedia Italia, Wikimedia Spain, Wikimedia Switzerland
NEXA Center for Internet&Society/Politecnico di Torino/SeLiLi/Creative 
Commons Italia
DensityDesign Lab/Politecnico di Milano
Fondazione IULM
Butterfly Works

With the 
involvement of
(current status)

1. Africa Centre, South Africa
2. Casa Africa, South Africa
3. Chimurenga Library, South Africa
4. COSV, Italy
5. doual’art, Cameroon
6. Festival del Cinema Africano dell’Asia e dell’America Latina di Milano, 

Italy
7. Festival di Cinema Africano di Verona, Italy
8. Fondazione Cariplo, Italy
9. Fondazione ISMU, Italy
10. Fondazione lettera27, Italy
11. Fondazione Nigrizia Onlus, Italy
12. Kër Thiossane, Senegal
13. Institute for Anthropological Research in Africa/Faculty of Social 

Sciences/Catholic University Leuven, Belgium
14. Officina GRIOT, Italy
15. Raccolte Extraeuropee del Castello Sforzesco di Milano, Italy
16. Tropenmuseum, Netherlands

Contact person Cristina Perillo, project manager. 
Email perillocristina@gmail.com, tel. +39 340 4618119

Legal represent Francesco Franceschi, President Fondazione lettera27 Onlus

Scientific director Iolanda Pensa, email iolanda@pensa.it, tel. +39 335 655 36 33

Current budget 152.400 euro (estimated for 2012 from lettera27 Foundation, Africa 
Centre and Fondazione Cariplo within Share Your Knowledge).
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Context
Sharing knowledge
Cultural institutions have more and more difficulties in finding the necessary economic resources 
for their work. It is necessary to look for new strategies capable of contributing to their mission, 
take advantage of technology and being economic and efficient. Contents are a resource owned 
by cultural institutions: music, art works, essays, objects, videos, films, images interpret and 
preserve material and immaterial cultural heritage. Not only. While implementing their core 
activities, cultural institutions create a wide number of other contents: press documentation, 
biographies of artists and authors, captions of exhibitions, research documentation, didactic 
material and panels. It is in the interest of cultural institutions to make those contents more 
widely available and to allow their use. Some contents are already in public domain but difficult to 
access; other contents could be provided with "some rights reserved". More and more institutions 
are potentiating the access to their resources: they reinforce their mission of promoting culture, 
they reach a wider audience online and offline, they show the public their commitment and their 
interest in being at their service, they benefit from voluntary work and they multiply the selling of 
copyright material (i.e. high resolution images).

Mainstream knowledge on Wikipedia
Wikipedia is the most well-known free encyclopaedia. Even more. Wikipedia is an ever-changing 
multilinguistic platform for knowledge production. Despite of its importance and the positive 
experiences of the Federal German Archive, the British Museum and the Tropenmuseum, the 
contribution of cultural institutions to Wikipedia is still very limited. Cultural institutions can 
greatly benefit from making contents available on Wikipedia and from encouraging their staff and 
public to improve articles. Through Wikipedia they show their relevance as first sources, they 
focus on contents rather than brand, and they reinforce their mission of promoting culture and 
reaching a wide audience. 

African Knowledge on the Internet and on Wikipedia
Africa is the least visible continent on the Internet. The Internet is by far the most powerful global 
tool for shaping who and what we know about the world. Yet a whole continent is grossly 
underrepresented. Not only is the information concerning Africa limited in nature, more often 
than not, it is dated and authored by people not from Africa. This authorship relays the prejudices 
and stereotypes common at the time and those that are unfortunately still prevalent today. This 
lack of information runs parallel to a counter current of exponential growth of Internet users in 
Africa. Over the last 10 years, Africa’s users of the Internet have increased 9 times faster than 
European and 20 times faster than North American users. There are over 110 million people living 
in Africa using the Internet on a regular basis with an expected annual increase of 10 million new 
users per annum. Uniquely, much of this growth is happening via cell phone technology with 
Africa representing the highest mobile Internet usage patterns of any continent on the planet. 
With this growth comes both the ability and necessity for a new kind of literacy. Being literate 
now means being able to access the Internet and contribute to online knowledge. The right to 
education, free access to information, and acknowledgment of new resources and media for 
knowledge sharing is a fundamental principle for planetary citizenship, which Africa can and must 
become an integral part of – both as a consumer and as a driver of self-generated content. Few if 
any of the heavy influencers that are feeding the English Wikipedia (with 2,567,509 articles, by 
far the biggest version commonly used) are from Africa. Thus, the majority of people editing and 
adapting content on Wikipedia are not capable of introducing new articles or correcting existing 
ones that relate to either historical or contemporary Africa.
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Objective
Cultural institutions share their African 
knowledge on Wikipedia. 

The project aims at 
1. Enriching Wikipedia with new contents in collaboration with cultural institutions and with the 

participation of citizens.
2. Contributing to the online representation of Africa and the definition of heritage and 

citizenship worldwide in a inclusive and inter-cultural way. The project fosters intercultural-
dialogue through its methodology based on sharing contents and working collaboratively and 
through its focus on African knowledge and it targets specifically African collections and 
contents and institutions working in Africa or focussed on African culture.

3. Implementing an innovative methodology to reinforce the work of cultural institutions 
through Creative Commons and Wikipedia. 

Expected Outputs
Cultural institutions do it differently and 
produce 30.000 African contributions to 
Wikipedia by 2012.

1. Involvement of 50 cultural institutions which receive coaching to implement an innovative 
methodology based on free licenses, content-based communication and user-generated 
communication.

2. A total of 30.000 texts and images are made available on the internet in public domain or 
with the license Creative Commons attribution share-alike.

3. Production of 30.000 contributions on Wikipedia and sister Wikimedia projects (Wikimedia 
Commons, Wikisource, Wikibooks, Wikiversity…); new articles, contributions to existing 
articles, documents on Wikisource, images on Wikimedia Commons...

4. Publication and update of guidelines and FAQ designed for cultural institutions which want to 
contribute to Wikipedia. 

5. Case studies: documentation on all the cultural institutions involved and a selection of 15 in-
deep case studies on Wikipedia and Creative Commons websites.

6. 2 short videos of 1-2 minutes each on why and how cultural institutions can share their 
knowledge on Wikipedia.
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Methodology
Fostering inter-cultural dialogue by 
sharing contents and working 
collaboratively.

The project relies on two innovative and world-wide recognised existing resources: Creative 
Commons and Wikipedia. Creative Commons and Wikipedia are Internet-born initiatives which 
respond to the needs of our current communication, collaborative work and access to knowledge. 
Creative Commons and Wikipedia are the most direct way to promote content-based 
communication and user-generated content. The benefits of the combination of Creative 
Commons and Wikipedia are recognised and fully experimented by major institutions such as 
British Museum, German Federal Archive, Palais de Versaille and Tropemuseum. 

Creative Commons
Creative Commons is a way to allow people and institutions to 
say in a simple and direct way who they want their contents 
to be used. More specifically the CC-BY-SA Creative Commons 
Attribution Share-Alike license is a way to give permission to 
commercial and not commercial use of contents (i.e. texts, 
audio, video and images) with two restrictions: A. the source 
must be attributed; B. who uses the documentation must 
adopt the same license. Creative Commons licenses are an 
efficient tool for cultural institutions to foster the visibility and 
distribution of their contents and to allow their public to be 
involved. 

Wikipedia
Wikipedia is the world most used, participated and discussed 
online encyclopaedia. It has over 100 thousand active editors 
and 280 linguistic editions. There is a ever-growing request of 
cultural contents on Wikipedia and Wikipedia is the most 
efficient tool to facilitate their access. Involving cultural 
institutions and their public on Wikipedia allows to enrich the 
encyclopaedia and at the same time to valorise the first sources 
of those contents. Only contents on public domain or made 
available in Creative Commons Attribution Share-Alike (CC BY-
SA) license or similar license can be uploaded on Wikipedia.
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Target
Involving 50 cultural institutions and 
volunteers.

50 cultural institutions 
Cultural institutions are the principal and direct beneficiary of the project. The project involves 
them and provides them with training and coaching to implement a new methodology of 
intercultural-dialogue and to valorise the contents they preserve and produce. The project 
specifically targets 50 cultural institutions. Around 100 people working in cultural institutions are 
directly involved in the project and they acquire new skills in copyright issues and in active 
Internet participation.
Possible institutions
Angola Triennale de Luanda.
Austria Museum fur Volkerkunde Wien. 
Belgium Africalia, Royal Museum for Central Africa (RMCA) Koninklijk Museum voor Midden-Afrika 
Tervuren, Instituut voor Antropologie in Afrika (OE) Leuven. 
Cameroon doual’art.
Canada Ontario Royal Musem.
Egypt Bibliotheca Alexandrina.
France Africultures, Revue Noire, Agence intergouvernementale de la Francophonie / Organisation 
Internationale de la Francophonie - OIF, Musée du Quai Branly Paris, CulturesFrance, EHESS Ecole 
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales Ceaf entre d'études africaines Paris, Musée Africain de 
Lyon, IMA - Institut du monde arabe, International Council of Museums (ICOM) UNESCO, 
International Council on Archives (ICA), Musée Dapper Paris, Association MuseoArtPremier, rfi 
Archives d'Afrique, Archives nationales d'outre-mer (ANOM), Rencontres photographiques de 
Bamako.
Germany Goethe Institut*, Institute of African Studies / Iwalewa Haus / University of Bayreuth, 
Zentrums für interdisziplinäre Afrikaforschung an der Universität Frankfurt, Museum der 
Weltkulturen Frankfurt, Geschaftsfuhrer Center for World Music Hildesheim, University of Mainz / 
Department of Anthropology and African Studies / Faculty of Historical and Cultural Studies, GIGA 
Institut für Afrika-Studien Hamburg, Rautenstrauch-Joest Museum Köln, Ethnologisches Museum 
Berlin, Linden-Museum Stuttgart, Hamburgisches Museum für Völkerkunde Hamburg, Staatliches 
Museum für Völkerkunde München, German Federal Archive.
Great Britain British Council, “Third Text” magazine*, London International African Festival of The 
Arts LIAFA, MEG Museum Ethnographers Group, British Museum, Pitt Rivers Museum Oxford, 
Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, University of Cambridge, African and Asian Visual 
Artists Archive.
Italy Fondazione Cariplo**, Fondazione ISMU**, COE**, lettera27 Foundation**, Festival di 
cinema africano di Verona**, “Nigrizia” magazine**, Festival del cinema africano dell'Asia e 
dell'America Latina di Milano**, Il Sole24 Ore*, “Africa e Mediterraneo” magazine*, “Africa e 
Orienti” magazine, Careof/DOCVA Documentation Centre for Visual Arts**, Connecting 
Cultures**, Laboratorio Griot**, Associazione Cherimus**, Kunstverein Milan**, Ma-Museo 
africano dei Missionari Comboniani Verona*, Centro Studi Archeologia Africana*, IsIAO Istituto 
italiano per l’Africa e l’Oriente, Museo Nazionale Preistorico Etnografico "L. Pigorini", Museo e 
Villaggio Africano Basella di Urgnano Bergamo, Museo Civico L'Italia in Africa 1885 - 1960 
Ragusa, Museo Etnografico e di Scienze Naturali Torino, “Africa Padri Bianchi” rivista, Museo d’Arte 
Cinese ed Etnografico Parma, Museo Missionario Etnologico Musei Vaticani Roma, Museo 
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Preistorico Etnografico Roma, DensityDesign Lab / Politecnico di Milano**, Fondazione IULM**, 
Centro delle Culture Extraeuropee Milano (Raccolte Extraeuropee del Comune di Milano)**, NABA-
Nuova Accademia di Belle Arti**, Museo delle Culture del Mondo di Castello D’Albertis.
Mali Timbuktu Manuscripts via the UCT digitisation project TomboUCTto.
Netherlands Prince Claus Fund*, Doen Foundation*, ArchiAfrika*, Tropenmuseum**, Royal 
Tropical Institute, Butterfly Works**, Gate Foundation, African Studies Centre/Leiden University/
Afrika-Studiecentrum, Thami Mnyele Foundation*, The Power of Culture Online Magazine*, 
African digital library, Arterial Network, AfricAvenir, African Festival Delft, Afrika Museum Berg en 
Dal*, World Museum Rotterdam, ZAM magazine*.
Nigeria Center for Contemporary Art in Lagos.
Poland Państwowe Muzeum Etnograficzne w Warszawie, Kultury Świata.
Portugal Museu da Marinha, Museu Nacional de Etnologia, Calouste Gulbenkian Foundation / 
Fundação Calouste Gulbenkian, ArtAfrica Project, Centro de Estudos Africanos do Instituto 
Superior de Ciências do Trabalh, North-South Centre - The European Centre for Global 
Interdependence and Solidarity, better known as the North-South Centre.
Senegal Kër Thiossane**, Biennale de Dakar*.
Serbia Museum of African Art in Belgrade. 
South Africa **Africa Centre, Chimurenga, Robben Island Museum, Sithengi’s 10 years of Film 
Festivals, Encounters (African documentaries), IZIKO Gallery, SAHO South African History 
Online, Africa South Art Initiative, Highway Africa, African film library.
Spain Festival de Cine Africano de Tarifa**, Casa Africa**, Atlantica magazine, CCCB - Centre de 
Cultura Contemporania de Barcelona, Casa del Inmigrante, CEA - Centre d'Estudis Africans a la 
Universita, Museo Africano Mundo Negro Madrid, Asociación Emigrantes, Asociación de 
Estudiantes Marroquíes de Granada (AEMG), Asociación Sociocultural Africanía, Asociación 
Cultural de Inmigrantes de Guinea-Bissau Lusoafricanos, Asociación de Inmigrantes Africanos, 
Comunidad Africana Residente en España (CARE).
Sweden Nordic Africa Institute, Site magazine, Bildmuseet - The museum of Umeå University, 
Gothenburg International Art Biennial, Iaspis - International Artists Studio Programme in Sweden, 
Intercult, Världskulturmuseet Statens Museer för Världskultur Gothenburg, Swedish African 
Museum Network.
Switzerland Universität Basel / Ethnologisches Seminar, Musée Barbier-Mueller Genève, MEG 
Musée d'Ethnographie de Genève, Musée d'ethnographie Neuchâtel, Museo delle Culture Lugano*, 
Contemporary African Art Collection (CAAC).
USA Smithsonian Institute, National Museum of African Art, The National Museum of African 
American History and Culture, Museum for African Art New York*, Studio Museum in Harlem.
* Institutions contacted; ** Institutions already supporting and contributing to the project. 

Community of volunteers: the social dimension of the 
project
Wikipedia volunteers contribute to improve and enrich contents. Wikipedia has around 90.000 
active contributors. The project aims at activating specifically 50 Wikipedia volunteers who 
facilitate the work of the cultural institutions involved. Other Wikipedia volunteers benefit from 
the contents made available within the project activities. Wikipedia and Creative Commons 
volunteers benefit from the case studies produced and from the possibility of replicating the 
project. 

Impact on the general public
The project produces 30.000 contributions available to the readers of Wikipedia and Wikimedia 
projects. Wikipedia is the first visited source of information and the 5th most visited website on 
the internet with over 20 million articles in 282 languages and estimated 365 million readers1.
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Activites
The project is structured into 4 activities: 1. international meetings and training, 2. coaching and 
contents production, 3. managing monitoring and evaluating for quality partnership, 4. 
communication and promotion.
mobility. 

1. Coaching and contents production
50 cultural institutions involved in the project are assisted by tutors, a Wikimedia GLAM national 
contact person and by volunteers. The coaching aims at migrate contents on Wikipedia and on 
Wikimedia sister projects and at allowing the production of new articles by staff, network and the 
public of the cultural institutions. Expect for contents already in public domain, the management 
of copyrights and authorisations can be quite complex; for this reason and according to the 
situations the project provides technical and legal support; legal assistance is used to review all 
guidelines produced. At the moment Creative Commons and Wikipedia have mainly addressed 
public and big cultural institutions (national libraries, archives and museums, universities) and 
individuals; the wide spectrum of the institutions involved in the project and their location in 
different nations (with different languages and legislations) requires some changes on the 
existing methodology and new tools.

2. Managing, monitoring and evaluating
The project monitoring is based on
1. Trimestral articles/report, intermediate and final reports shared among the all the 

organisations and people involved.
2. Case studies produced in collaboration with the cultural institutions involved.
3. Number of contents made available online in public domain or with a Creative Common 

license.
4. Number of contributions produced on Wikipedia and Wikimedia sister projects.
5. Quality ranking of Wikipedia articles, impact and discussion pages.
6. Quality of the contents produced on Wikipedia and Wikipedia sister projects evaluated by a 

scientific committee.
7. Involvement of a scientific committee and of external evaluators.
8. Online questionnaire addressing the cultural institutions involved (after 1 month, 3 months, 6 

months and 1 year from the project starting date).
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3. Communication and promotion
The project produces very specific communication and promotion tools
1. Guidelines, FAQ and 2 short videos which are the most efficient project communication and 

distribution tool: they allow to contact cultural institutions and to get them involved.
2. Case studies published on Wikipedia and Creative Commons allow to document the 

experience and make it available to volunteers and people interested in evaluating it and 
replicate it.

3. 2 short videos which present the project and give a first idea on how to get involved.
4. Contents and knowledge related to Africa with a free license on Wikipedia and Wikimedia 

sister projects.
5. Project description on the websites of all the institutions involved.

Communication and promotion plan
The project communication and promotion plan is focussed on results. News are sent to inform 
about:
1. the documentation made accessible with a free license (targeting Wikipedia users and potential 
new users)
2. the guidelines available (targeting new cultural institutions which want to share their 
knowledge on Wikipedia)
3. case studies (targeting journalists and opinion makers for reviews).
Please refer to the Work programme for the precise calendar of the communication and promotion 
activities.

Distribution channels
1. Wikipedia.
2. Websites of the organiser and the co-organisers.
3. Websites of the associated partners and the 50 institutions involved.
4. Wikipedia project pages and Wikimedia outreach programme website.
5. Creative Commons case study website.
6. 3 newsletter sent by the cultural institutions involved.
7. 6 news sent to media and journalists with press kits.
8. 3 press conferences.
9. Public relationships with a scientific committee and external evaluators.

All documentation produced within the project is on Creative Commons attribution 
share-alike all. Attribution WikiAfrica / Share Your Knowledge. Please refer to the texts and 
images for more specific attributions.

10
WikiAfrica 

Status 22/12/2011



WikiAfricaEurope

Work programme
Activity 201220122012201220122012201220122012201220122012 2013201320132013

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 1011121 2 3 4

Manag. Contracts and assignments.
Meetings Call for wikipedian in residence.
Meetings Nomination of the scientific committee and 

external evaluators.
Meetings Networking with cultural institutions to invite 

them to Share their knowledge
Coaching The cultural institutions involved provide 

documentation in PD, CC BY, CC BY SA.
Coaching Coaching of a tutor: help desk, verifies the 

adoption of a free license, collecting FAQ, 
providing answers, producing guidelines. 

Meetings Training and coaching for wikipedian in residence
Coaching Legal and technical advices.
Coaching Involvement of Wikipedia users: informing of the 

new contents, evaluation of contents produced 
and discussions.

Coaching Upload of available documentation on Wikipedia.
Coaching Production of articles on Wikipedia.
Communic
ation/
Coaching

Case studies on Wikipedia and Creative Commons 
websites about a selection of 15 cultural 
institutions involved in the project.

Communic. Feedback from evaluators and scientific comm.
Communic. 1. Editing of the project presentation

2. Postproduction of guidelines, case studies, FAQ
3. Postproduction of the evaluation and results 

1 1 2 3 3

Communic. Project description on websites
Communic. The cultural institutions involved communicate to 

their public through their mailing list about
1. Share Your Knowledge, inviting public to 
participate; 2. Contents provided by them on PD, 
CC BY or CC BY-SA; 3. Results of the project

1 2 3

Communic. News sent to media and press with press kits.
Communic. Press conference. it
Communic. Production of 2 short videos.
Manag. Monitoring of the quantitative results: 1. 5.000 

contribution; 2. 15.000; 3. 30.000 contributions
1 2 3

Manag. Evaluation and reports. Trimestral reports, 
Intermediate report (in), final report (f)

i f

Manag. Payments.
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Long-term impact
A project designed to be replicated and to 
have a multiplier effect.

Expected long-term outputs
1. Increasing the visibility and consideration of African knowledge and its role within the current 

international cultural production.
2. Increasing qualitative and quantitative contents on Wikipedia.
3. Increasing available online contents with free licenses PD, CC0, CC BY-SA.
4. Increasing the contributions on Wikipedia by cultural institutions. 
5. Increasing participation of experts in the cultural field (museum staff, collaborators of cultural 

institutions, researchers, audience of museums, festivals and other cultural institutions…).
6. Increasing cultural institutions public and audience.
7. Increasing the contributions on Wikipedia by Wikipedians based in Africa and linked to Africa.

Methodology used to produce a long-term impact
Guidelines on Wikipedia allow other cultural institutions to implement the strategy of knowledge 
sharing proposed by the project. Case studies published on Wikipedia and Creative Commons 
websites allow cultural institutions to find documentation in a relevant place and allow people to 
update it; Wikipedia and Creative Commons websites are monitored by Wikipedia and Creative 
Commons communities and volunteers.
The strategy of the project can be applied to all contents.
Contents made available through the project are not exclusively available for Wikipedia but to 
anyone, for commercial and non commercial use (the most restrictive license used in the project 
is Creative Commons attribution share-alike).
Contents available on Wikipedia are free and under Creative Commons attribution share-alike; 
evidences show that they are regularly used for educational purposes and they are widely 
consulted worldwide (http://stats.wikimedia.org/).

Evaluation of the long-term impact
The long-term results are in the interest of Wikimedia outreach programmes, Creative Commons, 
Wikipedia volunteers and cultural institutions. This guarantees that after the end of this specific 
project the long-term impact will be analysed and documented by statistics and researches 
implemented by those institutions and their communities.
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Sustainability
What we don't do
1. Producing a new portal or website. We are not interested in duplicating contents but to use 

them, enrich them and make them available in a central online free hub with a Creative 
Commons attribution-share alike license: Wikipedia.

2. Creating a separate portal or website for "African" knowledge.
3. Defining what African cultural heritage is. African knowledge is trans-national, international, 

interdisciplinary, historical and contemporary and it changes according to the perspective. 
4. Choosing a language. The great interest of implementing this project at an international level 

is the linguistic richness of the cultural contents preserved and produced worldwide. We have 
no interest in choosing one or few languages.

5. Making content available for Wikipedia only. Using Creative Commons as part of the project 
methodology allows contents to be available beyond Wikipedia. 

6. Asking institutions to do what they do not normally do, or to move away from their mission 
and core business. Instead we focus on contents, and we propose institutions to experiment 
something different in communication, archiving and relationship with the public.

7. Citing Wikipedia. We want projects and institutions to contribute to Wikipedia to enrich it and 
improve it with their original contents; we are not interested in having projects and 
institutions duplicating contents from Wikipedia or other sources or simply passively using 
Wikipedia as a reference.

8. Opening a separate and special access to Wikipedia for cultural institutions and their staff. We 
have no interest in breaking Wikipedia rules: we respect Wikipedia pillars and we think 
Wikipedia would benefit from the expertise and the work of new contributors and that it 
would benefit from the access to new contents under public domain, CC BY, CC BY SA; at the 
same time we think cultural institutions would benefit from contributing to Wikipedia. 

9. Creating a wiki-like project. The project does not create a new wiki or something similar to 
Wikipedia: the project contributes to Wikipedia www.wikipedia.org. 

10.Creating a new website for the project. Maintaining new websites is expensive and difficult 
after the end of a project. Information on the project are made available on the websites of 
the institutions involved and on specific already existing websites.
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WikiAfricaEurope

Promoters
A project promoted by lettera27 and the 
Africa Centre.

lettera27 Foundation, Italy
lettera27 is a non-profit foundation, born in July 2006. Its mission is to support the right to 
literacy, education, and the access to knowledge and information. lettera27 promotes cultural 
projects based on instrumental and technological innovation. To reach its goal and to create 
awareness among the public opinion, lettera27 implements research, documentation and 
communication projects. At the moment lettera27 finances the programmes WikiAfrica, Border 
and Mobile A2K. WikiAfrica launched in 2006 Africanizes Wikipedia; Border documents migrants 
territories, itineraries and experiences; Mobile A2K reinforces the relationships between 
resources, technology and contents on urban transformations . Share You Knowledge is 
supported by lettera27 within WikiAfrica. lettera27 is the 27th letter of the alphabet: the missing 
letter, the hybrid sign, the empty box, the connection to the future, the intersection of analogic 
and digital. The foundation is financed by private donors and by Moleskine®. www.lettera27.org

Africa Centre, South Africa
The Africa Centre was developed as a platform for exploring contemporary Pan-African artistic 
practice as a catalyst for social change. Founded in 2005, as a not-for-profit organisation, it 
provides an arts and cultural voice in Africa, for Africans. Based in South Africa, the Africa Centre 
is both a physical entity and an ongoing philosophical journey. Its objectives are to: celebrate 
both the visual and performance heritages of Africa; formulate innovative models for presenting, 
debating and encouraging the production of art; provide broad access to the creative work and 
ideas of historical and contemporary African artists; and re-examine the role, identity, transience, 
performance and creation of art. To achieve these objectives, the Africa Centre currently conducts 
the following projects: Pan African Space Station - an intervention of exploratory African music in 
venues across Cape Town and on the Internet; Infecting the City Public Arts Festival – a 
provocative show of art in the public spaces of the Cape Town city centre; Space for Pan African 
Research Creation and Knowledge – an artist-in- residency programme throughout Africa; 
Badilisha Poetry Exchange – an online presentation of African and the African Diaspora poetry; 
the Spier Contemporary – the largest biennale visual art exhibition in South Africa; and Talking 
Heads a live and virtual experience of Africa’s thought leaders. www.africacentre.net
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