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The African Studies conference 

 

Dear Pierluigi, 

First of all I want to thank you and the leadership of ASAI for 

the honor of asking me to share my thoughts with you at the 

Conference on African Studies held at Pavia last week. 

I have had some days to consider over my lecture and I would 

like to take this opportunity to clarify some points. 

 
1. ASAI and the fate of Italian Studies on Africa are intimately 

connected. There is no alternative to ASAI. 

2. I do not think that the main purpose of ASAI is to organize a 

bi-annual conference on Italian African Studies. ECAS is good 

enough and the Italians who do research on Africa can make 

use of it. ECAS is far more successful in screening research 

than a conference organized in Italy and only for Italians. 

3. The main purpose of ASAI is to mobilize support for the use 

of Italian as a language of research as well as to create 

conditions for the full use of the archival sources available 

throughout Italy. 

4. ASAI is the principal spokesperson organized to further the 

interests of the Italian research community studying Africa. 

Therefore, it ought to be led by scholars and administrators 

who do not have conflict of interest between their individual 

careers and the interests of all scholars. 

5. My suggestion of locating the headquarters of ASAI at the 

University of Perugia for Foreigners is based on pragmatic 

and principled grounds. ASAI is the only organization that 

could create the conditions for African scholars to use the 

rich and varied Italian sources on Africa. Close collaboration 

with the University of Perugia could very well lead to a 

program of scholarships from Africa (in the humanities and 

social sciences) who would then use the Italian sources for 

the benefit of Italy and Africa. 

6. Italian sources on Africa belong to Italy and Africa. But it is 

ASAI who has the prime responsibility of maintaining and 

consolidating this important historical heritage. 

7. I wish ASAI a very long life and I want to thank you and ASAI 

once again for the wonderful opportunity you gave me to 

dialogue with you. 

8. I hope that you would spread this letter to all the members 

of ASAI. 
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